The children's self-report questionnaire: factor score age trends and gender differences.
Age trends and gender differences in a normative sample of 1,676 children (6- to 13-years) were explored with the use of scores obtained from the Children's Self-Report Questionnaire (SRQ). Several interesting trends emerged. Boys scored higher than girls on Conduct Problems, and girls scored higher than boys on dimensions labeled Worry and Sensitive-Emotional. Scores on other SRQ factors exhibited orderly increases or decreases across age groups. These trends are discussed in an attempt to clarify behavioral cognitive and affective age appropriate norms and are cautiously interpreted within a developmental framework. The identification of age and gender trends are a necessary step in the development of a diagnostic instrument intended for use with children. The age and gender trends observed lend additional support to the validity of the SRQ.